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Somerset Press Releases: You can view all the Somerset County Council press releases for the last
month using this link: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/newsroom/

Overgrown verges: If verges are still overgrown after reporting through the Somerset Council
website, please send me the reference numbers so that | can chase.

Footpath diversion (13/1): | am still waiting on the council’s legal team to get back to me about the
council taking on the cost of diverting the footpath to make it safer.

Church Farm footpath overgrown: | will chase Andy Fussell this month.

Flood engineering: All parties involved are meeting on the 11" September to discuss the work
programme which will include the working in Rode.

Winter Fuel Payments: The announcement by the new Labour Government to stop paying Winter
Fuel Payments to those pensioners not receiving Pension Credits will impact over 110,000 residents
in Somerset. This together with the rise in the fuel cap will have a significant impact upon a large
proportion of them.

Commercial Investments: Somerset Council has completed the sale of another Commercial
Investment - its property at Aztec West, Bristol. The building is one of many commercial assets that
the Council is disposing of as part of its property rationalisation programme established in response
to the financial emergency. Other commercial assets recently sold include the Steelite factory in
Stoke-on-Trent and Howdens in Bromsgrove.

Reducing carbon emissions: Somerset Council is encouraging businesses to reduce their carbon
emissions by registering for the Go Green Scheme. Part of the scheme will enable businesses to
take advantage of a free carbon reduction plan, which will improve energy efficiency and is likely to
reduce running costs. The Go Green Scheme is funded by the UK Government to support
businesses transition to a cleaner, greener economy. A tailored report then sets out the current
energy usage, the alterations and support needed to achieve the predicted energy reduction. To
find out more about the Go Green Scheme and to register interest

visit https://www.somerset.gov.uk/business-economy-and-licences/net-zero-for-business/ and
scroll down to the Sustainability Audit.

Trading Standards: Businesses across Somerset are being warned that they are putting their
livelihoods at risk by not asking for identification when selling age-restricted goods such as vapes,
tobacco and alcohol. This follows the prosecution of a shopkeeper from Bridgwater who has been
ordered to pay more than £3,500 after being caught selling vapes to a 15-year-old girl. The girl was
in fact a volunteer in a test purchasing exercise on behalf of the Trading Standards Service.
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Evercreech recycling centre open day: As part of this year’s Heritage Open Days SUEZ recycling and
recovery UK will be providing another look behind the scenes at a recycling facility in Somerset.
Evercreech Materials Recycling Facility will be open to the public for a series of free tours in
September. Not normally open to members of the public, the open day gives a unique opportunity
to go behind the scenes. Tours will be taking place on Saturday, 14 September, every hour from
10am, with the last tour at 2pm. Entry is free but visitors must book in advance to avoid
disappointment on the day. Tickets are available at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heritage-open-
day-evercreech-household-recycling-sorting-facility-tickets-976107793687

Walk for life: The third annual ‘Walk for Life’event, aimed at raising awareness of suicide
prevention, is being held on Saturday 7 September. The walk starts at 10:30am at the Quaker
Meeting House in Taunton and will pass through Taunton Town Centre, stopping in Vivary Park at
the “Afterlife” bench to lay flowers to commemorate loved ones who have died by suicide.
Participants can download a free back sign from https://walkforalife.org.uk to personalise in
remembrance of a loved one or collect one on the day. The event is run in support of World Suicide
Prevention Day which occurs annually on 10 September and this year’s theme, ‘Change the
Narrative’, encourages open discussions about mental health and suicide to break the stigma and
foster understanding and support.

Green Flag Awards: Four of the Councils managed open spaces have been awarded the
prestigious Green Flag Award for 2024 — Ham Hill, Yeovil Country Park, Wellington Park and
Blenheim Gardens in Minehead. Somerset Council had taken the decision not to enter their parks
into the Green Flag Award competition this year due to budget constraints but the four which
retained their green flag status were entered by local voluntary groups and Minehead Town
Council.

On Your Bike: A new initiative with SUEZ and charity, On Your Bike means that bikes collected via
the council’s bulky collection service will now be donated to On Your Bike. Bikes are often collected
and although previously recycled as scrap metal, they will now go to new homes. On Your Bike is
based in Bridgwater and Taunton with an aim to train and support those in the community who
have suffered social exclusion, have physical disabilities or mental health issues. This includes ex-
service personnel, refugees, ex-offenders, homeless and long term unemployed. Bikes that are
donated to On Your Bike are then refurbished and sold in their Bridgwater and Taunton shops. All
funds generated go back into local projects. During the first month On Your Bike received more
than 25 bikes.

Fostering: With over 600 children in care and fewer than 200 in-house Foster homes more people
are needed to come forward to train as foster carers. More information can be found at
www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk or by calling 0800 587 9900.

Please get in touch for questions, concerns or referrals:
dawn.denton@somerset.qgov.uk
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